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to the sternness of their religion. How different
American history might have been if they had
established themselves in the Jerseys! Could
they, under those milder skies, have developed
witchcraft, set up blue laws, and indulged in the
killing of Quakers? After a time they learned
about the Jerseys and east thrifty eyes upon them.
Their seafaring habits and the pursuit of whales
led them along the coast and into Delaware Bay.
The Puritans of New Haven made persistent ef-
forts to settle the southern purl of Jersey, on the
Delaware near Salem. They thought, as their
quaint old records show, that if they could once
start a branch colony in Jersey it might become
more populous and powerful than the New Haven
settlement and in that case they intended to move
their seat of government to the* new colony. But
their shrewd estimate of its value came loo late.
The Dutch and the Swedes occupied flu* Delaware
at that time and drove them out. Puritans, how-
ever, entered northern Jersey and, while they were
not numerous enough to make it a thoroughly
Puritan community, they largely tinged its thought
and its laws, and their influence still survives.

The difficulty with Jersey was that its seacoast
was a monotonous line of breakers with dangerous